
Dear Members of our Catholic Parishes, 

   Blessings to one and all as we begin our NEW Church year today, as we celebrate 

the First Sunday of Advent! Sometimes people ask why do we keep on repeating the 

church seasons, year after year? For example, we know that during the next four 

weeks we will be lighting the candles on the Advent wreath. But did we not do the 

same last year, and the year before that? It’s true of course that most of our rituals 

are celebrated in the same way, and there is a lot of repetition. But I think it is also 

true to say that we, as a people, have been changed by the experiences of the past 

year, sometimes for the better, and sometimes not so. Each of us can recount, for 

example, the various things that we experienced as individuals, as families, as a 

community, and even as a nation. Some of our memories of the past year will bring 

us much joy, but we need to make room also for remembering those times of 

challenge and perhaps doubt. A good start for me is to look back on our sacramental 

records, especially the records of Baptisms, First Holy Communions, and 

Confirmations, as well as the large group of adults who embraced the Catholic faith 

at the Easter Vigil, following their participation in the RCIA program.  We include 

those couples who solemnized their vows through the Sacrament of Marriage. All 

those names represent a time of celebration for the families involved, a time to 

gather and to mark the stages of growth in our family lives that are recorded in the 

sacraments. I have been here as pastor now long enough to begin celebrating the 

First Holy Communions of children that I had baptized! Time certainly marches on! 

Then, there are those entries that record sad occasions in the lives of parish 

members, the registers recording the names of our deceased, and also the book in 

which we record our visits to the sick at home, in the hospital, or in the rest homes.  

It is particularly heart wrenching to see the names of those who died at a young 

age, and who in many cases are survived by their parents, even grandparents. Yet, 

even there, those who grieve will remember the faces of consolation that visited 

with them in their time of need. Often, following bereavement, we won’t always 

remember the words of condolence spoken to us, but the people who shared in our 

grief will always have a special place in our hearts. 

   I suppose what I am trying to say in this letter is that even though we repeat our 

rituals, such as Advent, year after year, we do so from the perspective of our 

experiences. We are most conscious also that our world has changed much during 

the past year. The tragedy of terrorism, war and violence, the displacement of 

people from their homes, and needless suffering, seemed to resonate on a deeper 

level this year. Hopefully, we will always listen to the voice of the Lord who said: 

“Do not let the sun go down on your anger” (Ephesians 4:26). Personally, this is a 

difficult teaching, especially when I consider my response to the recent terrorist 

attacks in Paris, which certainly allowed my own anger to explode.  



   I think we will be greatly blessed this year through the promulgation of “The Year 

of Mercy” by Pope Francis, which begins on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 

December 8. In the New Year we will begin some programs of reflective Bible Study 

and Spiritual activities to help us to better understand the mercy of God and the 

ways in which we can become more merciful as a people. Lord knows, it is never 

easy! 

Happy Advent! 

Father Dan 

 


