
Dear Members of the Catholic Community,

Do you believe, as a Catholic in the United States, that you enjoy religious

freedom? Do you believe that Christians across the world enjoy the freedom to

practice their religion? Last Thursday, the US State Department released its annual

report on the protection of human rights around the world, and, according to CRUX

magazine, it did not consider the persecution of Christians in Egypt worthy of a

mention.

CRUX tells the story of the situation of a 54-year old Christian man named Nabil

Soliman, and the misfortune he has endured. Quote: “After a mob burned his home

in a small Upper Egyptian town called Nazlet el-Badraman in November, 2013,

Soliman and his wife, Sabah, along with their six children, fled to a poor

neighborhood of southeastern Cairo called Zahra. They survive in a run-down

apartment that costs $65 a month, and can’t really afford even that since he’s out of

work. Soliman is one of roughly 10 million Egyptians infected with hepatitis C, and

depends upon two sons selling second-hand clothes to pay for his medication. As if

that weren’t enough, Soliman faces a trumped-up murder charge related to the

killing of a thug who wasn’t even in the same town as Soliman at the time. The

family of the dead man has acknowledged the charge to be bogus, allowing Soliman

to be released on $250 bail after 80 days behind bars, yet in theory he could still be

forced to stand trial. Eventually, Soliman said, he and his family were given an

ultimatum. “They told me to leave and not come back, and that they’d kill me if I

did,” he said.

The explanation for these calamities is chillingly simple: Soliman and his family

are part of Egypt’s Coptic Orthodox Church, the largest Christian Community in the

Middle East, and thus convenient targets for the rage of Islamic radicals. “I lost my

job, my home, everything I owned,” Soliman said in a June 25 interview. “I have no

pension, so the 24 years I worked are gone.”

Despite the transition in Egypt to a new government led by former army chief

Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, who came to power vowing to protect minorities and reject

terrorism, a Cairo-based human rights expert named Ishak Ibrahim says that such

assaults on Christians are actually on the rise.

There’s Nadi Mohani Makar, 59, who was a prosperous merchant in a mid-sized

town called Dalga when a mob burst into his home, shot his wife in the leg, set the

house ablaze, and dragged him off for a beating. He was held by local police for 15

days, allegedly as a precautionary measure, and then informed that he was no

longer welcome in town. Makar has never received compensation for the $260,000

in merchandise he says he lost, and one’s been charged for the shooting of his wife.



In general, religion is undervalued throughout the State Department report. It

lists seven categories of human rights problems, treating religious freedom as a

mere sub-heading under “respect for civil liberties.”

In fairness, the report does give prominence to anti-Christian persecution in a few

other nations, including threats from ISIS in Iraq. Still, if the suffering of Egyptian

victims such as Soliman and Makar isn’t worthy of serious American concern,

especially since it comes in a country that’s the second-largest recipient of US

military and economic aid in the world – than it’s hard to know what such an

outrage might look like.” (Copyright John L. Allen Jr., associate editor, cruxnow.com/church,

2015/06027)

God bless,

Father Dan


