
Dear Members of the Catholic Community: 

   The Scripture readings today are very timely, as they discuss marriage and family 

life, in the light of the World Meeting of Families that took place last week in 

Philadelphia, and the apostolic visitation of His Holiness Pope Francis. 

   There are many efforts in place today, in this country and elsewhere, to change 

the definition of marriage and have us accept new definitions that now have the 

privilege of the protection of the law in many jurisdictions. 

   For believers of the major world faiths (Christian, Judaism, and Islam), there is a 

common belief in God as creator, and God as the originator of the matrimonial union 

between man and woman. In the Book of Genesis today we hear: “That is why a 

man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them 

become one flesh.” In the gospel, Jesus quotes the same line from the book of 

Genesis when discussing marriage with the Pharisees. 

   It was good to hear Pope Francis affirm traditional marriage several times in his 

addresses here, and in such a way as not to condemn those who may choose to 

follow a different path. In today’s first reading from Genesis there is an explanation 

of God’s original plan concerning sex and marriage. It teaches us that God made 

man and woman for each other. 

   Some might say we are out of touch or not keeping up with the times, but Jesus 

constantly taught us not to conform always to the things of this world. Indeed, for 

this he was harshly treated and condemned to die, as were so many martyrs 

throughout history.  

   Perhaps you saw the original Rocky  movie with Sylvester Stallone. Do you 

remember the love relationship Rocky had with Adrian in the movie? She was the 

little wallflower who worked in the pet shop, the sister of Pauly, an insensitive goon 

who worked at the meat factory and wanted to become a debt collector for a loan 

shark. Pauly couldn’t understand why Rocky was attracted to Adrian. “I don’t see 

it,” he said. “What’s the attraction?” Do you remember Rocky’s answer? Rocky said, 

“I don’t know, fills gaps I guess.” “What’s gaps?” asks Pauly. “She’s got gaps,” says 

Rocky, “I got gaps. Together we fill gaps.” In his simple but profound way, Rocky hit 

upon a great truth. He was saying that he and Adrian each had empty places in their 

lives. But when the two of them got together, they filled those blank spots in one 

another. 

God bless, 

Father Dan 


