
Dear Members of our Catholic Communities, 

   Today, Fr. Biju, Fr. Tom and I attended a breakfast for faith leaders organized by the 

Newmont Legacy Fund. Pastors from many different churches were in attendance. As well as 

enjoying a delicious breakfast at the Western Folklife Center, we had very presentations 

from Newmont leaders, all relating to the ways in which the corporation is committed to 

supported local communities. 70% of Newmont employees participate in the program, 

whereby they make a donation from their wages, and whatever amount is donated is 

matched by Newmont. The proceeds are then donated by Newmont to non-profit 

organizations and faith communities, from Winnemucca to Wendover. It is a very vital fund 

for many non-profits, including our own parishes. This year Newmont will donate $2.2 

million to the organizations that qualify. In St. Joseph’s, for example, the donation we 

receive is devoted to our youth and charitable outreach. I think it is a great blessing that a 

large corporation, although primarily in the interest of making a profit, also has a social 

conscience. Of course, the Legacy Fund would not be possible without the donations from 

our parishioners who work at Newmont, and I thank each and every one of you for your 

generosity. 

   On Sunday last, at St. Rose of Lima Church in Reno, we celebrated the Closing Mass of the 

Diocese of Reno Synod. Bishop Calvo signed off on the documents of the Synod, and then 

representatives from each parish received a copy of the Synod documents. At the end of the 

Mass, Bishop Calvo introduced the members of the new Diocesan Pastoral Council, which 

includes St. Joseph’s parish members Delmo Andreozzi and Joel Donalson. The Diocesan 

Pastoral Council will assist the bishop in the implementation of the Synod outcomes. It’s 

hard to believe that we have been working on the Synod for three years now, including the 

gathering of delegates last December. With God’s help the Synod will help to expand the 

mission of the Diocese of Reno, and allow the members of our diocese to participate more 

fully in the life of the Church. 

   As you read this, we have just celebrated the ordination of two of our seminarians as 

deacons. The Ordination Mass took place last Friday evening in Little Flower Church in Reno. 

Our two new deacons are (our very own) Deacon Chris Kanowitz, and Deacon Joey Walsh. As 

you remember, Deacon Chris spent his pastoral year with us in our group of parishes, and he 

was not shy in sharing his many gifts in each of our parish communities. Deacons Chris and 

Joey will spend the summer doing deacon ministry in Reno-area parishes, and then they will 

return to the seminary for their final year of studies before Ordination to the Priesthood next 

summer. Following Ordination to the Priesthood they will be assigned on July 1, 2017, to 

serve as assistants in parishes, to be decided by Bishop Calvo and the Diocesan Personnel 

Board. Patrick Klekas will soon finish his pastoral year at St. Theresa’s, Carson City, and will 

return to the seminary at the end of the summer. His Ordination as Deacon will take place in 

May 2017. Our other local Elko seminarians, Jesus and Rene, have not begun their summer 

vacation and will be visible in our local parishes during the summer. In August, Anthony Rizo 

will begin his first year of seminary training at Mount Angel Seminary. In all, we now have 

11 seminarians in training for the priesthood for the Diocese of Reno, which is a tremendous 

blessing when so often we focus on the reality of a priest shortage. Let’s keep on praying for 

vocations. 



  This week, Fr. Biju, Fr. Tom and I will be attending our mandatory Priests’ Retreat at Christ 

the King Retreat House in Citrus Heights, CA. For us, it is an opportunity to recharge our 

“spiritual batteries” and assess where we are on our priestly journey. Of course, we also 

enjoy the time to visit with the other priests of the diocese of Reno. During our absence, a 

Service of Holy Communion will be celebrated on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. There 

WILL be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in St. Joseph’s on Wednesday. Needless to say, 

all of you will be in our prayers during our retreat, and please pray for us also. 

God bless, 

Father Dan 


